
Our Reading Journey – Year 1 Transition  

If you need any further help or information on supporting your child’s reading journey, please don’t hesitate to ask! 

 

Now that your child has completed phase 5 of ‘Letters and 

Sounds’, they will move onto improving their fluency when 

reading. Reading fluency is a child's ability to read a book 

or other text correctly, quickly, and with expression. A 

fluent reader doesn't have to stop and "decode" each 

word. 

 

The National Curriculum stipulates that your child should 

now begin to: 

• read books aloud, accurately, that are consistent with 

their developing phonic knowledge and that do not 

require them to use other strategies to work out words 

• reread these books to build up their fluency and 

confidence in word reading 

 

How can I support my child with their fluency? 

1. Listen to your child read for at least ten minutes 

per day 

The more practice they have at applying their reading 

skills, the more fluent they will become.  

 

2. "Echo" read with your child 

Another easy way to help your child develop their fluency 

is to simply take it in turns to read aloud. You go first, as 

your reading provides a model of what good fluent reading 

sounds like. Then, ask your child to re-read the same page 

you just read. You'll notice that your child's reading will 

start to sound more and more like yours.  

 

3. Read for pleasure 

Reading to your child is still so vitally important at this 

stage as this exposes them to texts and language beyond 

their reading ability while fostering a lifelong love of 

reading. Ideally, this should be done on a daily basis. The 

children will have access to a range of exciting books, that 

are regularly updated, in our school library which are 

intended to be read with an adult. 

 

 

 

 


